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SUMMARY: AMIDST CONTINUING TERRORIST HARASSMENT AND 
GOVERNMENT PLANNING TO TIGHTEN SECURITY AT NARITA AIRPORT, 

GOJ ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS HAS DECIDED TO SET NEW 
OPENING CEREMONIES FOR MAY 18, AND START OF OPERATIONS 
FOR MAY 21. 

1 . PRESS APRIL 3 REPORTED GOJ HAS DECIDED TO HOLD OPENING 
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CEREMONIES FOR NARITA AIRPORT MAY 18, AND BEGIN FLIGHT 
OPERATIONS MAY 21. DAMAGE TO AIRPORT CONTROL TOWER 
(REFTELS) WILL REPORTEDLY BE REPAIRED BY MID-APRIL, BUT 
TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY AND NATIONAL POLICE AGENCY (NPA) 
HAVE COUNSELED DELAYING OPENING UNTIL MID-MAY IN ORDER TO 
ESTABLISH BETTER SECURITY IN NARITA AREA. GOJ HAS 
SEPARATED OPENING CEREMONIES AND COMMENCEMENT OF FLIGHT 
OPERATIONS TO REDUCE TRAFFIC CONGESTION ON BOTH DATES AND 
MAKE WORK OF POLICE GUARDING AIRPORT AND ITS ACCESS ROUTES 
EASIER. 

2. WHILE CONTINUING NEGOTIATIONS WITH REMAINING DISSIDENT 
FARMERS (REFTEL B), GOJ WILL MOVE IN NEXT FEW WEEKS TO 
TEAR DOWN REMAINING OPPOSITION GROUP SHELTERS IN OPEN 
FIELDS SURROUNDING RUNWAYS, AND SEEK TO ESTABLISH SECURE 
PERIMETER AROUND AIRPORT. TO MAINTAIN SECURITY, NPA IS 
PLANNING TO ESTABLISH SPECIAL 1, 500-MAN UNIT TRAINED IN 
RIOT CONTROL AND ANTI-TERRORIST OPERATIONS. HOWEVER, GOJ 
HAS NOT YET REQUESTED ADDITIONAL LEGISLATION TO COMBAT 
TERRORIST GROUPS. 

3. MEANWHILE, ANTI-NARITA GROUPS STAGED "VICTORY" RALLY 
APRIL 2 IN NARITA CITY, WHERE APPROXIMATELY 7,000 AIRPORT 
FOES HEARD THEIR LEADERS VOW TO CONTINUE STRUGGLE UNTIL 
NEW AIRPORT DESTROYED. IN WHAT MAY BE TASTE OF HARASSMENT 
TO COME, ONE OF AIRPORT HOTELS WAS FIREBOMBED (ALTHOUGH 
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DAMAGE WAS LIMITED) ON MARCH 30, AND TELEPHONE LINES TO 
NARITA WERE FOUND CUT APRIL 1 . 

4. COMMENT: MORNING EDITION ASAHI APRIL 3 CARRIED BRIEF 
REPORT OF NEW YORK TIMES DISPATCH FROM TOKYO WHICH CLAIMED 
THAT PRIMIN FUKUDA HAD LOST SUFFICIENT PRESTIGE AS RESULT 

OF NARITA INCIDENT TO MAKE HIS RETIREMENT AT DECEMBER’S 
LDP PARTY PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION LIKELY. WE GATHER THAT 
OTHER US PAPERS AND NEWS MAGAZINES HAVE CARRIED SPECULA- 
TION ALONG SIMILAR LINES. WITHOUT UNDERESTIMATING THE 
EMBARRASSMENT OF GOJ AS WHOLE, AND POLICE IN PARTICULAR, 

AT BEING FORCED TO POSTPONE AIRPORT OPENING, AND WITHOUT 
DISMISSING REAL POSSIBILITY OF NARITA BECOMING GRAVE 
CRISIS FOR GOJ IF TERRORISM CONTINUES UNCHECKED, WE SEE 
NO EVIDENCE THAT NARITA HAS SEVERELY DAMAGED FUKUDA POLL 
TICALLY. PUBLIC INDIGNATION HAS GENERALLY BEEN AIMED MORE 
AT GOVERNMENT BUREAUCRATS AS GROUP FOR FAILING TO OVERCOME 
LOCAL OPPOSITION BEFORE GOING AHEAD WITH AIRPORT CONSTRUC- 
TION AND POLICE FOR MUDDLING AIRPORT SECURITY. IF AIRPORT 
PROBLEMS CONTINUE, AND ESPECIALLY IF OPENING IS AGAIN 
DELAYED, DOUBTS ABOUT FUKUDA'S LEADERSHIP COULD SURFACE, 

BUT AT THIS POINT, NARITA DOES NOT APPEAR TO POSE DIRECT 
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THREAT TO PRIMIN'S POLITICAL FUTURE. MANSFIELD 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED TO ALL ASIAN POSTS. 
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